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WEBB, James Alfred 
 

Company Sergeant Major, 12295 
9th Battalion, Essex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 11th July 1917 
Died of his Wounds 
Cemetery: Faubourg D’Amiens Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 23  

 
James Alfred Webb (known as Alf) was born 
in Haverhill on 11th September 1893, the son 
of Daniel Webb and Harriet Webb, nee Thake, 
both from long-established Haverhill families. 
 
His parents had married at St Mary’s Church 
on the 6th November 1881 and set up home at 
24 Eden Road, bringing up five children there.  
Daniel had been a labourer, then brick maker 
before becoming a warehouseman, whilst 
Harriet had been a sewing machinist making 
shirts and coats.  They moved to 26 Burton 
End in 1891 where three more children were 
born, including James Alfred.  He was their 
fifth child but sadly three others died at an 
early age. 
 
By 1911 they had moved again and were living 
at 26 Shepherds Cottages.  Daniel was 
employed at D Gurteen & Sons, Chauntry Mill, 
Haverhill, as a warehouseman and gatekeeper 
and Alf worked there too, as a clothing folder. 
 
Alf enlisted in the army at Chelmsford and the 

South-West Suffolk Echo reported on 26th September 1914, that he had joined the 
9th Battalion, Essex Regiment with the rank of Lance Corporal and so it seems likely 
that he had previous military service.  He landed in Boulogne on 31st May 1915.   
 
Later that year whilst on leave from France he married Daisy Farrant, the daughter of 
Robert and Sarah Farrant of 12 Mount Road.  Her family were also of long standing 
in Haverhill although Daisy, a shirt button hole machinist, was born at her mother’s 
parish of Castle Camps. 
 
The 9th Battalion, Essex Regiment was part of 35th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division 
and saw action during the Battle of the Somme on various sectors from 1st July 1916 
until they were transferred to the Arras Sector on 22nd October 1916.  Alf was in the 
trenches on 11th July 1917 when he was wounded. He died from these wounds a few 
hours later at No 37 Field Ambulance at the age of 23 years.  His rank at this time 
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was Acting Company Sergeant Major. His Battalion was just NE of Monchy-le-Preux 
at the time and had suffered heavy shelling.  
 
Alf standing second from the right, pictured with 
other soldiers.  
 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 28th July 
1917 reported that: ‘Readers will regret that 
Mrs. J. A. Webb has this week received 
official information that her husband, 
Company Sergeant Major James Alfred 
Webb of the Essex Regt., has died as a 
result of wounds received in action in 
France on 11th inst. He was only 23 years 
of age and was the youngest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. W. Webb, of 26 Vine Cottages, 
Haverhill. Sergt Major Webb met his death 
in the trenches on the morning of July 11th, 
a bullet entering his head, and he passed 
away in a few hours without regaining 
consciousness. He bore a quiet and 
unassuming manner, and only a fortnight 
prior to his death he was home on leave. He 
had only returned to the trenches for two 
days when he was hit, and about an hour 
previously he was talking quite cheerfully to Pte. H.V. Scott - who by the way is at 
present in the town enjoying leave after sixteen months - of the happy times he had 
spent in this neighbourhood. The late Sergt Major Webb joined up on the outbreak of 
war and had been at the front for nearly two and a half years. He had been twice 
wounded - at Hohenzollern Redoubt and the Battle of the Somme. He was a very 
popular N.C.O. and was liked by all with whom he came into contact.  
Prior to joining up he was employed at Braintree Manor Works.  
Much sympathy will be extended to the young widow and parents.’        
 
Alf is buried in the Faubourg D’Amiens 
Cemetery, Arras, France. (headstone pictured)  The 
Commonwealth section of the cemetery was 
begun in March 1916 and continued to be used 
by field ambulances and fighting units until 
November 1918. The cemetery contains 2,650 
Commonwealth burials. 
 
Alf was a member of the Methodist Sunday 
School and Church and is remembered on their 
memorial to those who fell in the Great War.  
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill Memorial a family wreath was laid, inscribed: 
 

‘In affectionate remembrance of my dearest husband J.A. Webb, from his 
loving wife’ 
 

 
 

Alf was awarded the 1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 
 

 


